
Visit to  Bignor Roman villa and Champs Hill

20 May 2026



Bignor Roman Villa Entrance



Arrival at Bignor Roman Villa

We were each given a copy of the Guide Book to the Villa



We gathered in the Museum where we were introduced to our Guide Liz



A Model showing how the Villa probably looked  about 350AD



The floor of the Museum contains the remains of a geometric  

mosaic with a surround of red cubes enclosed by the remains 

of a Roman wall that formed a square room



Some of the Objects found during the Excavation



The Ganymede Room

This is a large Triclinium or 

dining room  which was not 

heated and so probably 

only used in the summer 

months. 

This mosaic depicts an eagle 

carrying off the youthful 

Ganymede from Mount Ida, 

where he tended his 

father’s sheep, to become a 

cup-bearer to the Gods.



In the centre of the Room is a Piscina or water basin  which 

contained a fountain drained by a lead pipe



The North Corridor, whose geometric mosaic is 24 metres long, 

thought to be the longest on display in Britain



Four Seasons – this room was part of the original winged corridor 

villa and contains an original mosaic - the oldest on display at Bignor

The mosaic is a crude representation of the Four Seasons around 

the head of Medusa



This room would originally have been about twice as large as the 

covering building. The northern half of the room contains the 

remains what was originally a square mosaic depicting the four 

seasons but only the head of Winter survives



Dolphin and Signature

 in the southern half of the 

room – a small fragment of 

mosaic which contains a 

triangle enclosing the 

letters TR=TER, thought to 

be the signature of the 

designer of this and possibly 

other mosaics at the villa

Winter in the 

northern half of 

the room



Venus and the Gladiators

The large apsidal-ended room had underfloor heating and was 

probably used as a winter dining room



At the top of the room is a 

semi-circular panel 

containing the head of a 

goddess, usually identified 

as Venus, flanked by long-

tailed birds and fern leaves 

in which glass is used for the 

colour green

The Venus Room



The Venus Room

Below the head is a long 

panel filled with winged 

cupids dressed as gladiators. 

The panel contains four 

scenes from one of the 

favourite gladiatorial duels 

between a retiarus, armed 

with net, trident and short 

sword, and a secutor, with 

helmet, visor, breast-plate, 

leg guards, shield and 

sword. The final scene shows 

the secutor about to deliver 

the final blow to the 

wounded retiarus



The hypocaust in the Venus Room

The hypocaust below the mosaic is typical of the underfloor heating 

systems used in Roman villas.



The furnace for the hypocaust 

may be seen outside the room to 

the left of the steps

The central chamber, containing columns of tiles to support the 

concrete floor, was fed with hot air  from a channel which led to the 

furnace outside. Eight channels radiate out from the central chamber

The channels meet box flue-tiles 

which run up through the walls 

behind painted wall plaster



The Geometric Mosaic 



This detail of the 

geometric mosaic shows 

a deliberate mistake 

made because only the 

Gods were perfect and 

the artisans did not want 

to anger them.

In this piece the ‘swords’ 

are missing



The Baths



The Medusa Room

The Medusa mosaic is laid on the floor of the changing room of 

the bath complex



A model of the Baths



Covering Buildings

Agricultural-type flint, sandstone and thatch covering buildings were 

erected on the Roman foundations to protect the archaeology. What 

is thought to be the original layer of thatch on the inside of these 

Georgian built buildings have earned them Grade II listing.



The Cricketers Inn, Duncton, where we stopped for Lunch



The Bowerman Trust, champs Hill

HRH Prince Philip

Ranger of The Great Park, Windsor

Philip Jackson 2013



The Bather by Gwen Marcus



Blue, Portrait of a Girl, 1938 by Dod Procter (1890 – 1972)



Otters Chasing a Sea Trout by Hamish Mackie



Study for ‘Flying a Kite’, c.1910 by Dame Laura Knight (1877 – 1970)



The Brass Goddess by Harold Knight 1874 - 1961

This painting depicts the artist Eileen Mayo, who also modelled 

for Laura Knight and Dod Procter, as well as several paintings by 

Harold Knight



Bric a Brac by Harold Knight

The model here, artist Eileen Mayo, was awarded the DBE for 

her services to Art in New Zealand



Titbits, 1929 by Harold Harvey (1874 – 1941)



The Garden Seat, 1938 by Harold Harvey



The Bather, 1938 by Dod Procter (1890 – 1972)



The Ford, 1908 by Elizabeth Forbes (1859 – 1912)



Pied Piper by Elizabeth Forbes



Picnic in the Woods by Elizabeth forbes



Boy on a Beach by Henry Scott tuke (1858 – 1929)



A Fishergirl, Newlyn by Edwin Harris (1855 -1906)



Christ in Judgement by Philip Jackson (b. 1944)



The Music Room at champs Hill

The Music Room is used to host concerts and other events, organised 

or facilitated by the Trustees



Large Sodalite Head by Emily Young (b. 1951)



Snared, 1907 by Stanhope Forbes (1857 – 1947)



Lighting Up Time, 1902 by Stanhope Forbes (1857 – 1947)



Feeding the Calves, Boleigh Farm, 1899 by S.J Lamorna Birch



Hoeing  Parsley above Mounts Bay, 1913 by Harold Harvey



The Road to Market, 1924  by Harold Harvey



The Young Ploughman by Harold Harvey



December, 1885 by Frederick Hall (1860 -1948)



The Old Pilot, 1881 by Walter Langley (1852 – 1922)



Breadwinners by Walter Langley



Whiffing, Newlyn Harbour

 by Frank Gascoigne Heath (1873 – 1936)



Seaweed Gatherers, 1905 by Harold Harvey



Motherless, 1894 by Walter Langley



Penzance Harbour Office, 1922 by Stanhope Forbes (1857 – 1947)



Old Grace, 1894 by Walter Langley 



Bless, Oh God, these Thy gifts to Our Use, 1887 by 

Albert Chevallier Tayler (1862 – 1925)



The Bolt of Cloth, 1887 by Albert Chevallier Tayler



Mending the Nets, 1903 by Edwin Harris (1855 – 1906)



Old Love Letters, 1887 by Edwin Harris



Two Heads are Better than One, 1882 by Norman Garstin (1847 – 1926)



Fireside Tales, 1896 by Frank Bramley (1857 – 1917)



Words of Comfort by Edwin Harris



Treasure Island, 1920 by Stanhope Forbes (1857 – 1947)



Tess by Helen Denerley



HARK! I hear a Singing by Sandra Bell



Wolf Pack by Helen Denerley



Lover’s Seat by Sandra Bell



Tranquility



The Gardens at Champs Hill









A Woodland Walk





The Pond







HATTIE by Owen Marcus



ENIGMA by Sandra Bell



GOAT HERD by Marion Smith 



David Bowerman by Philip Jackson







THE RAINCATCHER by Gwen Marcus



A View Over the South Downs



A Very Happy Group After a Wonderful Visit
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