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Johan Maurits
and the Mauritshuis

The Mauritshuis was built for Count

Johan Maurits of Nassau-Siegen (1604-1679) -
so it is literally Johan Maurits’s house.

The count was appointed by the Dutch West
India Company (WIC) as governor of the colony
Dutch Brazil. This area in the north-cast of
Brazil had been captured by the WIC from
the Portuguese because of its lucrative sugar
mills and sugar cane plantations. Johan Maurits
governed the colony from 1636 until 1644 and

used his Brazilian income to build his private
residence in The Hague.

At the Mauritshuis, we previously considered
Johan Maurits mainly from an art historical
perspective. We focused on how he took artists
and scientists with him to Brazil to study the
country, its inhabitants and nature. But by
exclusively looking at Johan Maurits through an
art historical lens, we only see a limited part of
his story. Because he also played an important
role in the transatlantic slave trade - at least
24,000 enslaved Africans were transported to
Brazil under his authority. He himself owned
dozens of enslaved people and benefitted
personally, and out of sight of the WIC, from

the trade in people. And that is a story
we also need and want to tell.
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NEW CHURCH DELFT
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Oudste parochiekerk van Deltl Gesticht omstresks 1200

In de (00D van do 13de tol d6 18de ssuw enige maien vef
@reot-en gemoderniseecd Toren gesouws fussen cuce 1324
on 1350, Noorder dwarabeuk in Bratantse goliek onfworpd

door Anihonis Keldermans, eersto kwart 160 eeuw, Trian
Neoerlands Horvormde kerk

Dellt's oldest parish chureh Founded € 1200 Treough
the ages It deveiopad In10 & much Iarger church Tower
erocted batween ¢ 1325 and 1360 Northern transept |
Brabant gothic style by Antnonis Kaldeemans first
quarter of the 161h cantury. Al pregant in use by ihe
Duteh Reformed Church
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HOwW WE WERE AT THE END OF THE TRIP — EXHAUSTED!
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