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In 1677, at the age of 22, Sir Thomas Grosvenor, 3
rd

 Baronet of 

Eaton, and ancestor of the modern-day Dukes of Westminster, 

married Mary Davies, aged 12. As a tiny baby, Mary had inherited 

part of the Manor of Ebury in Westminster, a 500-acre stretch 

of ‘swampy meads’ - marshland - which was later to become  the 

Mayfair, Park Lane, and Belgravia areas of London  - the most 

valuable parts of the Grosvenor Estate.

Sir Thomas Grosvenor in 1678 by Peter 
Lely
©Public Domain

Mary, Lady Grosvenor 1700, by Michael Dahl
©Public Domain

Coat of arms of the Grosvenor Baronets, of Eaton (1622)
©Wikimandia, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons



We meet Mark, our Blue Badge Guide outside Grays Antique Centre in South Molton Lane

This was originally the Grosvenor Works – the workshop of John Bolding & 

Sons, renowned manufacturers of sanitaryware and brass founders



The Cavendish Buildings on the corner of Weighhouse street and Gilbert Street 

A historic residential tenement block dating from around 1889, featuring distinct white banding, standing 

roughly six floors high. Originally constructed as model dwellings/apartments for working artisans and 

labourers in central London, mirroring other late-19th-century philanthropic housing initiatives



Weighhouse Street

Nos 19 & 20 - The United Dairies BuildingNos 1 & 2 – now The After School Cookie Club



Designed  by Alfred Waterhouse (who also designed the Natural History Museum) 

The red-brick Romanesque-style building was constructed between 1889 and 1891

King’s Weigh House Chapel – a Congregationalist Chapel – now operates as the 

Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Family in Exile



the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Holy Family in Exile 



The Main Entrance to the Cathedral



Interior of the Cathedral with Iconostasis



The Centrepiece ChandelierEast Window with glass by Robert Anning Bell  



The Iconostasis

Created by a Ukrainian monk, Juvenalij Mokrytsky



The four main internal structural columns 

are faced in cream-colored glazed 

architectural terracotta/faience

Paired windows with 

their floral pattern, show the 

influence of the Arts and 

Crafts movement



The Horseshoe Gallery



The Urban Myth of Brown Hart 

Gardens

A popular London urban myth claims that a 

distinctive domed brick structure with tall 

doors in Brown Hart Gardens in Mayfair was 

built as Queen Victoria’s elephant house.

The building is actually a 20th-century 

electricity substation with a raised public 

rooftop garden; the large doors were 

designed for equipment access, not an 

animal.



The Beaumont Hotel ROOM by Antony Gormley



Selfridges

Selfridges Department Store, the vision of 

American retail magnate Harry Gordon 

Selfridge, Opened in March 1909. It was 

designed by American architect Daniel 

Burnham, a proponent of the Beaux-Arts 

movement. 

The building was an early example in the UK 

of the use of a steel frame, five storeys 

high with three basement levels and a roof 

terrace, originally laid out to accommodate 

100 departments. The grand façade 

features an imposing row of massive Ionic 

columns, complemented by the famous 

"Queen of Time" clock sculpture above the 

main entrance, crafted by British sculptor 

Gilbert Bayes.

The building is a Grade II listed landmark



2 Providence Court - a new-build extension of The Beaumont Hotel

Note the Art Deco Features



St Mark’s, Mayfair 

a Grade-I listed building, and former Anglican 

place of worship in North Audley Street, St 

Mark's was built in 1825–28, in the Greek 

revival style to the designs of John Peter 

Gandy. 

During the Second World War, St Mark's 

became informally known as The American 

Church in London due to its proximity to the 

United States embassy and as a centre for 

American worshippers. It was visited by 

President Dwight Eisenhower and the political 

figure, diplomat and activist, Eleanor 

Roosevelt, when she was First Lady of the 

United States.

It was deconsecrated in 1974 and remained 

empty for many years and in July 2014 the 

building was acquired by Grosvenor Estates.

Since November 2019 St Mark's, has been 

Mercato Mayfair, a food hall operated by 

Mercato Metropolitano



Mercato Mayfair, formerly St Mark’s Church



The Twenty Two

A Hotel, Public Restaurant, & Private Members' Club in Grosvenor Square is a 

Grade II listed Edwardian Portland Stone Mansion



The former American Embassy in Grosvenor Square with statue of President 

Dwight Eisenhower

The building is now The Chancery Rosewood Hotel owned by Qatari Diar



The Eagle atop the Former US Embassy

A monumental gilded aluminium bald eagle featuring a wingspan of approximately 35 to 37 

feet, Designed by American artist and sculptor Theodore Roszak. Because the former 

embassy building received Grade II listed status in 2009, the sculpture is legally bound to its 

original rooftop perch and remained behind when the embassy relocated to Nine Elms in 2017.



We enter the Gardens in Grosvenor Square, which were redesigned in 2026



Grosvenor Square – the second largest  square after Lincoln’s  Inn Fields

First designed in 1725 and described as a ‘wildernesse worke’, the Gardens underwent several

Changes, the latest being in 2026, when funded by the Grosvenor Estate, The new garden was 

designed to tackle biodiversity loss, urban flooding and rising temperatures, but also to 

create a much more pleasant garden to spend time in.



Over 150,000 new plants and bulbs have been installed. Previously only 1% of the square 

had planting coverage, now it is up to nearly half. 44 new trees have been planted and two 

small wetland areas have been created. 300 new seats, a cafe, play areas for children, free 

toilets and an education centre have also been installed.

Some of the new planting of the Gardens

(looking a little sad due to the drought)



Eagle Squadrons Memorial, 

by Dame Elizabeth Frink

It honours the service of 244 American and 16 British 

volunteer pilots who flew in three RAF Eagle Squadrons 

before the United States joined World War Two.

Sculpture of Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

by Sir William Reid Dick



a commemorative plaque embedded 

in the stone at the Diplomatic 

Gates in London, marking the 

Treaty of Paris signed in 1783. The 

treaty formally ended the 

American Revolutionary War and 

recognized the United States as an 

independent nation



Audley House on corner of South Audley street and Mount Street

Purdey Gun and Rifle Manufacturers



Mount Street

late-19th-century red-brick and terracotta building exemplifying the distinctive Queen 

Anne Revival and Franco-Flemish Renaissance architecture of Mayfair. 



Mount Street Gardens



St George’s Schools seen from Mount Street Gardens

The present building was erected in 1898 to the designs of W.D.Caroe



Giraffe sculpture in Mount Street Gardens
War memorial plaque dedicated to former 

scholars of the school who served in the 

Great War



The Punch Bowl Pub

41 Farm Street

Dating back to circa 1750, this Georgian pub 

still retains a number of period features. It was 

bought by Guy ritchie and Madonna in 2008 for a 

reputed £2.5 million. The pub became a popular 

haunt of the rich and famous. In Ritchie and 

Madonna's November 2008 divorce settlement, 

Ritchie gained ownership of Madonna's share of 

the pub. He sold the pub in 2013. 



Farm House, 22 Farm Street

Farm House was built in the 1900s on the site of a former farmhouse ‘Hay Hill Farm’ which stood 

before Mayfair was developed. In the 1930s  Farm House was owned by Viscountess Thelma 

Furness, a socialite and actress, who was also the mistress of the then Prince of Wales, before he 

became King Edward VIII. It was here that the Prince of Wales met Wallis Simpson…



Blue Plaques commemorate Lady Thelma Furness 

and others who lived in and visited Farm House

Gloria Swanson rented the home from Thelma 

whilst pregnant and it is said that In the 

1950s and 60s Farm House was used by the 

nearby US Embassy as residence for diplomats 

and visiting American dignitaries. Apparently, 

in 1961, John F Kennedy visited Farm House 

whilst visiting the Chancery in Grosvenor 

Square.



Farm Street Church

The Church of the Immaculate Conception, also 

known as Farm Street Church, is a Catholic parish 

church run by the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) in 

Mayfair. It is one of the major Catholic Buildings 

of the gothic Revival, built in 1844-46 by J J 

Scoles. The overall style is a mixture of 

Decorated and Flamboyant Gothic, with the west 

front derived from Beauvais Cathedral, and the 

east window from Carlisle Cathedral



View facing the Altar



The High Altar, designed by Pugin, above which are two mosaic panels depicting the 

Annunciation and the Coronation of the Virgin, by Salviati



Chapel of Our Lady of Lourdes Stations of the Cross

Crafted in the late 19th century in Austria, 

featuring detailed carved timber panels that 

have been painted in a stone-like finish

furnished in 1887 by Alfred Edward Purdie. A 

carved stone reredos contains Carrara 

marble statues of six musician angels flanking 

Our Lady of Lourdes in the centre



Sacred Heart Chapel St Francis Xavier Chapel



Our Lady of Dolours The English Martyrs Chapel



The Entrance with Rose Window and Organ Homeless Jesus

Sculpture by Timothy Schmalz 

The statue depicts Jesus as a homeless 

person, sleeping on a Park bench
The Rose Window glass is a post-war 

replacement

By noted Irish artist Evie Hone



Rear Entrance to the Church from Mount Street Gardens



Silence fountain by Tadao Ando

Outside the Connaught Hotel



CrystalNo. 1, 2026 by Thomas Houseago

Outside the Connaught Hotel



the Connaught Hotel



ST IVES

THE MODERN COAST 

AT PHILIIPS GALLERY



The Ingram Collection at Phillips Gallery



Storm at St Ives – Patrick Heron



Construction 1 – Dame Barbara Hepworth



Liner construction in space No.1 - Naum Gabo



St Ives Artists from The Hepworth Wakefield



Terre Verte and White Figure –

Sir Terry Frost

Red Gorge – Sir Terry Frost

Figure in Yellow Ground 

Roger Hilton



Portreath – Peter Lanyon

St Ives Churchyard at Night

Patrick Heron

Newlyn – Paul Feiler



Porthmeor - dame Barbara Hepworth - lithograph



Trevarrack – Denis Mitchell



Large Vase with Lugs – Janet Leach



Sculpture with Colour and Strings, Dame Barbara Hepworth



Clinic III - Dame Barbara Hepworth



Assembly of forms – Dame Barbara Hepworth



4 - Plate with Flying Bird Design 

 Bernard Leach

5 - Covered Jar with Incised 

Chrysanthemum Design 

 Shoji Hamada

2 - Squared Vase 

 Bernard Leach

1

2
3

4

5

3 - Celadon Vase

Bernard Leach

1- Flask

Bernard Leach



1- Kettle Stand

Bernard Leach

6 - Elephant Jar

Benard Leach

2 - Grey Schooner

Alfred Wallis

5 - Still Life with Candle

William Scott

4 - Incense pot

Bernard Leach

1

2
3

4 5

6

3 - Lidded Vessel

Bernard Leach



Bourdon House is dunhill’s luxury sanctuary in the heart of Mayfair. Built 

in 1723, this grade-II* listed Georgian house, is the former residence of the 

second  Duke Of Westminster



Bourdon Street - Designated part of the Mayfair Conservation Area in 1969, the street 

evolved from horse-and-carriage servicing tracks into a quiet, high-end address known for 

art galleries, design studios, and preserved period architecture. 



Famous British fashion and portrait photographer Terence 

Donovan based his iconic Mayfair studio at 30 Bourdon Street 

from 1978 until 1996

Located just yards away on the corner of Bourdon Place, a 2012 bronze 

sculpture installation by artist Neal French celebrates Donovan's 

legacy.

The artwork depicts a passing shopper stumbling upon Donovan 

photographing the legendary 1960s model Twiggy, positioned directly in 

the eye-line of his former mews studio. 
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