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SHADOWS of WAR

ROGER FENTON:
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE CRIMEA, 1855

Rogcheneon(1819-69)wud:cﬁm

nwf:rmfbr
Fenton spent months photographi the people and '
theminaﬂ'emdbytheCﬁmanW;r.gpimhingd:e
dliedmﬁomofBritain.anoeandtthmmnEmpire

me'stimcintthﬁmeaw:srdaﬁvdydmn i
themhmedommyws@cmber 1853-Masx’;n
mh‘mww.&msmm
the chaos and disorder of a warzone, and showed the
wwkpomiuofsddimintheﬁdd.dimly
Mbyh:de.Akhouyxl‘cmnwuﬁdﬁllmga
commercial commission, he allowed himself to respond
emotionally in his work and this is perhaps why his
photographs continue to represent the Crimean War more
effectively than any other visual record of the conflict.

This exhibition presents Fenton's work within the wider
context of the war, alongside other contemporary artists,
photographers and writers also in the Crimea at that
time. We begin with a section which, through Fenton's
introduce some of the key individuals and events

portraits,

that occurred prior to Fenton's arrival in the Crimea.
Subsequently we examine Fenton's work in more detail,
before considering the significant role played by the royal
family in focusing the attention of the British public on
the impact of war and the returning wounded veterans.




FENTON’S PHOTOGRAPHS IN
THE ROYAL COLLECTION

The Fenton photographs on display have been in

the Royal Collection since 1855. They were

acquired by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert for

their son the Prince of Wales, later King Edward VIL.
The PﬂnocofWalwkcpthissetofmpbotognphsin
portfolios in his library at Sandringham House, Norfolk.
Additional photographs by Fenton from the Crimean War
were acquired by other members of the royal family in
1855 -6, making a total of 428 photographs in the set.

All of the Fenton photographs on display are originals,
printed in 1855 -6 from glass plate negatives.

The Royal Collection does hold some original Fenton
negatives, but none from his Crimean War series. Those
negatives are believed to no longer exist.

More information about individual photognphs' from the
entire set can be found on the Royal Collection’s website:

www.rct.uk
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into the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred




| zi,s.x;,ég? \mm.

. Ty . b L~ O -
: ’ gy L/ ) " & - ‘~
Tt M ST T v Sy

e L -
SHEEEN e
-

| 4 y
v <

S

Y 3
¥

.

A S

FREILT &

v '_ . 3 gTovy k) '
’ . : ey Y A Y “ Y »
™ Sl ™ ™l il B st ™ el it~

4
s

et b 5B

Jr U

A h |
PR "y
b oW

=
-
3

S8




p—y

1
Boonse, alls
Avgalred by King Goarge VI

LR T

Turkish Crimea Modal
L)

Sibven, ol
Asquimi by King Goorg V1

AL

Crimea Medal

Law 19404

Sver, uin

Later specimen of rhe Crimes Made!
wapplind  King Grarge V1

= &

- The Crimes Medal was swarded 1o
- British (and some French) soldiers
and wallors who fought In and
around the Ceimean peninsuls, It
- ws first presented by Queen Victorla
t0 her troops on 18 May 1835,

The Victorla Croms (VC) and the
Turkish Ceimea Medal on display both
belonged 0 Lieutenant Willlam Buckley,
who won his VC for his Vilour In service
In the Sea of Asoff on 29 May and

3 June 1855, It was prosenced 10 Buckley
by Queen Victoria on 26 June 1897 at
the first distriburion of the decoration,
“The blue ribbon reflected his service In
the Rayal Navyi It Is only sinee 1918
that a crimson ribbon has been used for
all awards,

The Turkish Crimea Medal was lssued by
Ouwman Emperor Abdilmecid | 1o the
soldiers and sailors of his allies Briealn,
France and Sardinka, It was designed by
the photographer James Roberon who
worked from 1843 us an ‘engraver and
die-stamper’ for the Imperial Otoman
Mint in Constantinople,
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Royalty and the Romanovs
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