
Our Coach arrives at the Aldwych



Exploring Covent Garden before our Tours



Plaque Commemorating the Issue of a Grant by Charles II in May 

1670 to the 4
th

 Earl of Bedford to hold a market in Covent 

Garden Piazza  ‘on every day of the year except Sundays and 

Christmas Day, for buying and selling all manner of fruit, 

flowers, roots and herbs’. 

The bronze honours all the men and women who bought and sold 

fresh produce  which Was then distributed throughout England



The Royal Opera House – Bow Street Façade



Exterior of the Paul Hamlyn Hall

The hall now acts as the atrium and main public area of the opera house



Animal Heads created for Handel’s ‘Alcina’ Production in 2022 

Alcina premiered on this site at the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden 

in April 1735



Mouse Costume made for the 2023 Production of Cinderella



Costumes for ‘La Fille Mal Gardée’ (1960) created by the Royal 

Ballet’s Founder, Choreographer Frederick Ashton



A Tutu being installed in Display Case in the Main Public 

Area of the Opera House



The Seating Area  for the Ground Floor Café



The First Tour Group Gathers to Meet our Guide



Sasha our Guide



With our Headsets in Place, Sasha explains  Housekeeping 

Rules for the Tour



An Illustrated History of the Opera House begins our Tour

In 1728, John Rich, (the figure on the left) actor-manager of the Duke's 

Company at Lincoln's Inn Fields Theatre, commissioned The Beggar's 

Opera from John Gay, which proved very popular and enabled him to raise 

funds to build a new theatre in Covent Garden, which opened in 1732.



A fire destroyed the theatre on 20 September 1808

Rebuilding began in December 1808, and the second Theatre Royal, 

Covent Garden opened on 18 September 1809 with a performance 

of Macbeth followed by a musical entertainment called The Quaker



Following a Fire on 5 March 1856, the theatre was once more 

rebuilt, and re-opened on 15 May 1858



The Royal Opera House in 1958



The Royal Opera House in 2016 following major reconstruction  

between 1997  to 1999



The Original Entrance Hall of E M Barry’s Opera House 



Statue of Frederick Gye, Manager of the Royal Opera House 

(1848-1878) by Prinz von Gleichen 1880



The Christmas Tree in the Entrance Hall



The Paul Hamlyn Hall formerly known as the Floral Hall

a large iron and glass structure adjacent to, and with direct access 

to, the main opera house building originally built by the Opera House 

to house a flower market (also selling fruits and vegetables)





The Bar Cicoria



View onto the Covent Garden Piazza and Market



Christmas Tree hanging over the Linbury Foyer 



Waiting for our Coach after a Wonderful Visit
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