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The Last Supper (1510)

This is one of four scenes Dürer 
created after his second journey 
to Italy (1505-7). Christ sits at 
the centre, embracing St John; 
the circiular window above his 
head, the crossing of the vault 
above, and the leg of the table 
below reinforce the symmetry of 
the composition, reflecting the 
Italian artistic appreciation for 
balance.

 Judas is shown from behind in 
the right foregrounds, holding 
the purse with the betrayal 
money. On the left, the host is 
pouring wine.



Frontispiece (1510)
The Man of Sorrows 
Mocked 
by a Soldier

Dürer created this frontispiece 
just before publishing  the Great 
Passion as a book in 1511, 
simultaneously with the 
Apocalypse and Life of the 
Virgin, today known as the ‘Three 
Large Books’.

Latin verses were composed by 
Benedict Schwalbe to 
accompany each image. Seven 
of the illustrations for the Great 
Passion, created between 1497 
and 1500, had already been in 
circulation, sold separately and 
without text.
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